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FAQ
Ancaster Agricultural Society - Capital Campaign 

1. Why is the Ancaster Agricultural Society involved in a capital campaign?
Meeting the needs of our local community and all our local, provincial, and national vendors for current space is an ever-increasing challenge. Many of our vendors book and reserve for up to 5 years in advance and we currently have a waiting list of up to 25 organizations in need of trade show, and 20 organizations that require equine and livestock show space. The demand is high. The new facility will meet this demand and attract a wide spectrum of users which will result in a positive spinoff for local restaurants, retail, and hotels.
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2. Doesn’t the city own the Fairgrounds?
No. There is a misconception that the Fairgrounds are owned by the City of Hamilton. The Fairgrounds are owned and operated by the Ancaster Agricultural Society since 1850. All administration, maintenance of buildings, upkeep on the property, and capital projects are the sole responsibility of the Ancaster Agricultural Society.

3. How big is the facility and what is its purpose?
The new facility will be a 75,000 sq foot space which will be heated for year-round use. It will have a 120 ft by 300 ft show ring and an additional 108 ft by 244 ft area for exhibit and trade show usage. The building will incorporate movable bleacher seating, be equipped with a kitchen and concession area, a show office, indoor washrooms, and a state-of-the-art sound system. There will be oversized doors to accommodate easy access for large equipment in and out of the facility. 

In addition, a new outdoor show ring measuring 105 ft by 365 ft was constructed, with two sand rings and an additional warmup area. The facility will accommodate all equine and livestock shows with multiple horse stalls and wash stalls. The facility can seamlessly be converted into a trade show space.  

4. What is the goal?
Our goal is $2 million. 

5. When is construction beginning and when will the facility be built?
We will begin construction in April 2021 and the building is expected to be completed by November.

6. How can I donate?
We accept gifts in the form of cheque and/or credit card payments. Please contact Tammy Quinn, Manager at tammy@ancasterfair.com to talk about how you can support our campaign.

Some donors find it advantageous to give a donation in the form of stocks or securities as it affords the donor the benefit of a tax deduction for the full value without paying capital gains. If you wish to provide a gift through stocks or securities follow this link https://ancasterfair.ca/capital-campaign/, then click on the Donation Securities button and fill in the attached form. We always suggest that you reach out to your Financial Advisor to discuss the best option for you.

7. May I pledge my campaign gift over a period of time?
Yes! We suggest a 2-to-3-year pledge period for your gift. By spreading your pledge out over time, you have the flexibility to plan for your financial commitment. 

8. What if my company has a matching gift program, does that qualify?
Absolutely! We encourage you to check with your employer to see if they have a matching gift program as this is a perfect way to double your support. Many companies offer this charitable benefit option. Check with your employer.

9. You received government funding for this project. Doesn’t that cover the cost?
We are incredibly grateful for the support of the federal and the provincial government. It truly shows their belief in our organization and the value that we bring to the table. But this portion of the funding does not cover the entire cost of the facility. Therefore, we require an additional $2 million to complete the building.

10. Will donors be publicly acknowledged for their gift?
Donor recognition is important, and we want all our donors to feel valued for their support. But before we publicly recognize any donation, we will always have a conversation with you first. We will have multiple donor recognition opportunities both inside and outside the new facility to showcase your support. 

11. Will donations receive a tax receipt?
Yes. All donations over $20.00 will receive a charitable tax receipt.

12. Who do I contact if I have any questions?
Please contact Tammy Quinn, Manager of the Ancaster Agricultural Society at 905-648-6198 or by email at tammy@ancasterfair.ca. 
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